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Winter 2007
391 Bricker Hall





Class: T, Th 11:30-1:18

​Phone: 247-8363





Caldwell Lab 120
Email: buchmann.4@sociology.osu.edu


Office Hrs:  Tues 1:30-3:30 and by appt.  
SOC 597.01 Contemporary World Societies:

Social Institutions and Social Change

To access Carmen Course Website go to https://carmen.osu.edu  and enter your OSU username and password.  Follow the instructions to get to the course website.  Check this site regularly for course updates.

This course focuses on the globalization and global poverty.  We will examine the impact of globalization on distinctive regions, and the ways nations and regions are responding to rapid globalization and economic change.  We will pay particular attention to the causes and consequences of global inequality.  Then we will compare various regions, examining their development strategies and unique challenges, given their position in the global economy.  Asia, Africa and Latin American will be the primary regions of focus in this section of the course.  Finally we will investigate various proposed solutions to 2 serious global crises: global warming and global poverty. 

Sociology 597.01 fulfills the GEC Issues of the Contemporary World requirement. The key learning objectives of this GEC requirement are: 1) to learn and apply knowledge to contemporary issues using sociological perspectives and 2) to write about and conduct research on the contemporary world.  This course will meet these goals by examining major theories of social change and surveying several important issues in contemporary world society, especially the process of globalization and its impact on particular world regions, global inequality, the environment.  To fulfill the GEC requirements students will engage this material through regular attendance and participation in class discussions, a book review essay and other written assignments, and two exams testing knowledge of the course material.  

Required Readings

There are 2 required books and several required articles for this course.  Both books may be purchased at the University Bookstores. Additionally you will read a 3rd book that you can chose from a list of titles and on which you will write a book review essay.  Articles are listed as A1, A2, A3... in the syllabus and are available at the Carmen Course website.  

Books:

Kerbo, Harold R. 2006. World Poverty: Global Inequality and the Modern World System. New York: McGraw Hill.
Vogel, Ezra. 1991.  The Four Little Dragons: The Spread of Industrialization in East Asia. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ISBN 067431526x.
One additional book from a forthcoming list of several options, on which you will write a review essay.
Articles: 
A1: Population Reference Bureau. 2004. “Transitions in World Population.” Population Bulletin 59.

A2: Sachs, Jeffrey D., Andrew D. Mellinger and John L. Gallup.  2001. “The Geography of Poverty and Wealth.”  Scientific American.  March 2001. 

A3: Gereffi, Gary. 2001. “Shifting Governance Structures in Global Commodity Chains, With Special Reference to the Internet.” American Behavioral Scientist 44:1616-37. 

A4: Bales, Kevin. 1999. “The New Slavery.” Pp. 1-33 in Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
A5: Ellwood, Wayne. 2002. The No Nonsense Guide to Globalization. Oxford: Verso Press.  Pp. 30-52.

A6: Lindsay, James M. 2001. “Global Warming Heats Up: Uncertainties, Both Scientific and Political, Lie Ahead.”  Brookings Review  26-9.

A7: Jeffrey Sachs. 2005. “The End of Poverty.” TIME Magazine, March 14, 2005.

A8: Peter Singer. 2006.  “What Should a Billionaire Give?  And What Should You?” The New York Times, December 17, 2006.  
One reason that Americans tend to know so little about the rest of the world is due to the U.S.-centric focus of American news media.  I strongly encourage you to find good sources of international news coverage and refer to them regularly during the quarter.  The New York Times is probably the best national newspaper in terms of global news coverage.  It is available online after you register for free.  The local PBS station, WOSU TV, airs the Newshour with Jim Lehrer at 6 p.m. which offers in-depth coverage of global issues.  National Public Radio (NPR) on FM 90.5 (WCBE) is an excellent source of news coverage. All of these media sources have websites; use them to expand your horizons this quarter! 

http://www.nytimes.com, http://news.bbc.co.uk/, http://www.pbs.org/newshour/, http://www.npr.org/
Course Requirements Your course grade will be based on class participation, a “current issues” paper, a book review essay, three geography quizzes, a midterm and a final exam.  

In evaluating your class participation, I will consider your attendance and participation in class generally as well as in small group discussions that occur throughout the quarter.  If you anticipate missing more than 3 classes during the quarter, I highly advise that you reconsider your decision to enroll in this class.  I will take attendance regularly; if you have more than 3 unexcused absences during the quarter, your class participation grade will be an E.

Current Issues Paper:  Four times during the quarter we will devote part of class to the discussion of current issues related to the topics covered in that section of the course.  You will be responsible for contributing material to one discussion session during the quarter (sign-up sheet forthcoming).  This will involve turning in a 3-page paper which links topics covered in class to a related issue, current event, personal experience, etc. (see course schedule for due dates).  You should turn in the materials to which your comments pertain (i.e., newspaper or magazine article, web page, etc.) with your paper.  You are responsible for presenting your issue and fostering discussion of it in a small group on the date for that session listed in the syllabus.  If you are absent from class on the day you are to present your current issue, you will lose two letter grades on this assignment (e.g. a B+ becomes a D+).

Midterm Exam:  A midterm exam will be held in class on Tuesday Feb. 6th.  The exam will be comprised of short answer, multiple choice and short essay questions.

Geography Quizzes:  There will be three quizzes testing your knowledge (spelling counts!) of all the countries in 1) Asia, 2) Africa and 3) Latin America.  Maps to help you prepare for these quizzes are on pp. 165, 182 and 200 of the World Poverty book by Kerbo.
Book Review Essay:  From a list of options, you will chose a book that delves deeper into one of the topics we are covering this quarter and write a 4-page review essay on this book. You will need to indicate the book you have chosen to read by Jan. 30th.  More details are forthcoming.

Final Exam: The final exam will be on Wednesday March 14th from 11:30-1:18 p.m.  Alternative scheduling of the final exam will be considered for only the most extreme circumstances.

These requirements will comprise your final grade as follows:


Class Participation



 

10%
Current Issues Paper and Presentation



15%



3 Geography Quizzes





10%

Book Review






15%

Midterm






25%



Final







25%










100%

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Date
Topic and Readings

Assignments Due

TH Jan 4
Introduction to Course


Global Inequalities: A portrait
T Jan 9
Population and Poverty
Kerbo  p. 1-14, 21-24 


Kerbo Ch. 2


A1: Pop. Ref. Bureau


     pp. 1-22, 32-37

TH Jan 11
Theories of Global Inequalities 
Kerbo Ch. 3
T Jan 16
Theories continued
A2: Sachs-1


Film: Globalization: Winners and Losers
TH Jan 18
Strategies of Development
A3: Gereffi
Group #1 Current 


Global Production Networks

Issues Paper due
T Jan 23
Slavery/Sweatshops
A4: Bales



Current Issues Discussion #1

TH Jan 25
Film: Behind the Labels


T Jan 30
Global Financial Networks
A5: Ellwood
Book Choice due
TH Feb 1
The Debt Crisis and SAPs

Group #2 Current 


Film: Forgive Us our Debts

   Issues Paper due




Midterm study guide



distributed

T Feb 6
Midterm Exam
  

 
   


  

Regional Foci: Asia Africa and Latin America

TH Feb 8
The East Asian Dragons 
Vogel Ch.1-3

Current Issues Discussion #2
T Feb 13
East Asia Continued
Vogel Ch. 4-5



TH Feb 15
Film:  Asia Rising

Quiz #1: Asia
T Feb 20 
Africa
Kerbo pp. 149-152






Kerbo Ch. 7
TH Feb 22
Africa continued


Group #3 Current



Quiz #2: Africa

Issues Paper due

T  Feb 27
Latin America
Kerbo Ch. 8

Current Issues Discussion #3

Global Crises, Global Solutions 
TH Mar 1 
Climate Change 
Kerbo Ch. 10 
Book Review due

Film: An Inconvenient Truth
A6: Lindsay


Quiz #3: Latin America


T Mar 6
The End of Poverty?
A7:  Sachs-2
Group #4 Current 


A8:  Singer
Issues Paper due
TH Mar 8
Current Issues Discussion #4

Final Exam Study Guide
 
Review and Wrap-Up

distributed
W Mar 14
Final Exam Wednesday March 14, 2007  11:30-1:18 p.m.
THE FINE PRINT:

If you need accommodation based on the impact of a disability, please contact me to discuss your specific needs.  You may also contact the Office of Disability Services  at (614) 292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodation for your documented disability.  The course syllabus and materials are available in alternative formats upon request.  For assistance, please contact Undergraduate Student Services (the Academic Advisor in Sociology and Criminology), 302 Bricker Hall, 292-1175. Students with disabilities are responsible for making their needs known to the instructor, and seeking available assistance, in a timely manner. 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct.

Unpaid Fees: Faculty rules specify that students are to have their fees paid by the first day of enrollment for the quarter. [Faculty Rule 3335-9-12].  If you have not paid your fees, you will not be allowed to continue attending class until your fees are paid or you have met with a Sociology Advisor and a Financial Aid Counselor and are working to get your fees paid.
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